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The Jewish Communal Fund was incorporated in 1972 as an independent, public charity
serving the philanthropic community of Greater New York. Through donor-advised funds,
ICF offers individuals and families a way to simplify their charitable giving and to plan

their philanthropy.

Supporting our donors
Our primary responsibility is to serve the more than 1,400 donors who have entrusted us with
their charitable dollars. We take this responsibility very seriously and are committed to treat-

ing our donors with the utmost integrity and respect

We honor our commitment to donors by providing services that make their charitable giving
administratively efficient, economically advantageous, and personally rewarding. These

include:

» simplifying the grantmaking process so that denor contributions flow

quickly and easily into the charitable stream

offering a choice of investment vehicles designed to help donors' charitable

dollars grow

keeping donors informed about changing tax laws that may impact their
charitable giving
¢ suggesting ways for donors to incorporate philanthropy into their estate

and gift planning

educating donors about grantmaking strategies and communal

philanthropic resources

sateguarding donor confidentiality

* facilitating intergenerational philanthropy

Supporting the community
The extraordinary generosity of our donors is only matched by their heartfelt commitment to

making a difference in the lives of others

In the twernity-six years that JCF has been tacilitating the charitable giving of philanthropists
maore than $850 millian has been contributed to thousands of warthy causes in communities
around the world. These funds have been used to support activities ranging from medical
research to child care to wildlife conservation Because charitable giving s at the core of
what we de, in addition to distributing funds to qualified charities at the recommendation of
our donors, ICF denates a portion of its endowment income, combined with its entire operat
ing surplus, to causes that promote the welfare and security of the Jewish community at
home and overseas through United Jewish Appeal - Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of

New York, Inc




Letter from the President

October 1998

When my father left Gombin, Poland to come to America, his goal
was to make a better life for himself. “America’s a wonderful coun-
try,” he would say. "Here, everyone has a chance.” He showed great
enthusiasm for his newly adopted country and was genuinely opti-
mistic about the promise that it held, so far removed from the diffi-
cult times he had known. But | often wonder if he ever imagined just
how many opportunities this country would provide to those of us

fortunate enough to have parents who took the risk of coming here

Like many of you, | never imagi

ed my lite would turn out the way It
has. In talking with peers, | find that | am not alone in this experience. We find ourselves
marveling at how lucky we are to have lives filled with |]|{'l(:i|||i|l_j-!-ll| work, the blessings of

family, and more creature comforts than most of us really need

Like all of you with funds at JCF, | feel privileged to be in a poesition to share my good for
tune with others. It is enormously satisfying to be able to suppoart organizations and institu
tions that are dedicated to bettering life in communities all over the world. My ability to

use the Jewish Communal Fund makes this experience even more pleasurable

Having a donor-advised fund at JCF enables me ta be thoughtful about my philanthropy
Instead of being burdened by administrative paperwork or year-end deadlines, | have ample
time to Tocus my attention on the charities | would like to support. Moreover, the invest

ments that JCF undertakes incre

» the value of my fund, so there are even more charitable

dollars to give away. No bureaucracy, excellent investment alternatives, and service that

meets all my needs make JCF the simplest part of a c'.l.'Tl[;|Ii ated life

My first year as President of the Jewish Communal Fund has been a wonderful experience for

me, personally as well as profession 1lly. There has been remarkable growth and devel pment

N our arganization, with contnbutions and grant making both having increased dramatically
This is '_.‘""ﬂ! news because it up to those of us with substantial means to care for the less

fortunate, and JCF helps us rise to the challenge

On a final note. | ild like to take 1is opportunity thank th v i1 of JCF for all their
hard K this past yvear. V It T ing is possit Without them | we | €




] L Letter from the Executive Vice President

October 1998

In this, my first year as the Jewish Communal Fund's Executive Vice
President, | would like to take a moment to examine our past and to
share with you a few of our visions of what is to come. As some of

you may know, this position represents a return for me to ICF, and

gives me an even better perspective on how far we've come.

As JCF passes the midpoint in our third decade, we can look back and
note with pride the immense amounts of help your contributions

have made to the quality of life in our extended community. On your

behalf, we have distributed over $850 million in the last twenty-six
years to thousands of organizations. Even more encouraging, our funds available for distribu-

tion — our total fund balance - now top $490 million.

In many ways, however, | feel we are only beginning. We are just starting to raise our profile

SRR in the charitable community by communicating more clearly the many benefits of contribut-
out to a broader ing through JCF. We are reaching out to a broader segment of the donor population, bring-
sement of 1 ing many younger individuals and families into the JCF fold. And we have maintained and
improved upon the tradition of donor service for which the Jewish Communal Fund is well
HemBRpRANEn, known. All of these, we believe, will help us serve even more individuals and organizations in
bringjing many need as the years go on.
younger individuals The tangible results of our efforts are very gratifying. Our donor contributions this past
ardl Tamiies e fiscal year exceeded those of the previous year by approximately 30%. Most important, the
: total value of the more than 15,000 grants we distributed in fiscal 1998 reached an all-time
the JCI- told.”

high of $101.3 million. We are extremely proud to report that 151 new funds were estab-
lished in 1998 with total assets of over $20 million, demonstrating that we are

continuing our growth.

But the numbers only tell part of the story. In the pages that follow, we have profiled four of

our donors, focusing on people who represent the real Jewish Communal Fund. These pro-

cea

files, we believe, reveal the essence of what makes us different - the strong sense of personal
identification, thoughtful philanthropy, and intergenerational education that is so much a

part of who and what we are.

srsssananennns

Tzedakah, or charitable giving, is one of the highest forms of mitzvot - good deeds - that we

sese

can perform. A good place to start is in our own community. In the year to come, we hope
that we will again have your participation in the good works of the Jewish Communal Fund,

: and that together, we will continue to make a difference.

Sincerely,

ol Bk,

Susan F. Dickman

R N RN




Donor Profiles

A tradition ol giving

As parents, we understand that it is our
respansibility to feed and clothe our children,
and to share with them the basic moral pre-
cepts that will help them to lead fulfilling,
happy lives. But it is also our responsibility

to teach them by example, and to provide
them with the opportunities for growth and
accomplishment that will lead them into the

right paths.

These are the principles behind the Jewish Communal Fund’s emphasis on intergenerational

giving, and our ongoing efforts to facilitate this kind of activity for our donors.

In the case of Bertram J. Cohn, a JCF board member and long-time donor, the examples set

by his family made a deep impression on him

"My father and mother were both active in Jewish philanthropy while | was growing up, so
it was a natural part of life for me,” Bert explains. "My grandfather was also active, so it
was clear early on that | was expected to support both Jewish and secular organizations and

to share whatever material benefits | might gain with those less fortunate.

“These are lessons that | have passed on to my son and two daughters. Now that my chil
dren are grown and self-sufficient, | would like them to experience first-hand the pleasure
and fulfillment that comes from supporting causes they believe in. That is why my wife and
I not only opened a family donor-advised fund that extends the privilege of recommending
grants to our three children, but also created individual funds for each child. My children’s
cornmitment to philanthropy does not stop there. In addition to making contributions, they
have continued a family tradition of participating in community service activities. From my

perspective, that's the best inheritance | could give them.,”

leaching our children the meaning

of tzedakah

“When my granddaughter turned one,”
relates Judith Stern Peck, "I was overjoyed.
But the accasion also inspired me to think
about creative ways of making this iite event
truly special. Was there a way | could show
my love for her that would be more meaning-

ful than just b._wlr'-.g her another toy or outfit?

it occurred 1o me that by sharing with her my love of philanthropy and teaching her ‘the art

of giving,” | could not only forge a close bond with her, but also bestow a gift that would

sEwanena

JCF
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